In part, the manual extends too far into the intensive care field but given the continuum of threat to the brain during acute illness, many will find this extension justified. As to the content, there are those who will disagree with the sequences of actions recommended or the drugs chosen and the doses recommended. However, the recommendations of the author are eminently reasonable and suitable for both "real life" resuscitation or the classroom.
Overall, there is no doubt that the manual will be welcomed and so it should be. It will be of great assistance to those who seek orderly presentation of knowledge of cardiopulmonary resuscitation as well as a useful reference text for those who teach it to others. DON The first one-third of the book concerns itself with recovery room design, equipment and safety, management and staffing, and assessment of care. In each case general principles useful to persons planning a new facility are given.
The next section of about half the book covers clinical aspects of care. Emergency ventilatory, circulatory and fluid replacement problems are dealt with in a concise and didactic manner. Specific problems associated with cardiac, paediatric and neurosurgical patients are explained more fully. These clinical chapters would make valuable reading for nurses or junior medical staff but are too superficial for surgeons, anaesthetists or their trainees.
The last and largest chapter is a detailed description of legal considerations with specific examples of their application to the recovery room. While it may be interesting reading for administrators it is not directly applicable to Australia.
This well presented book is written in a simple didactic style with little of the repetition usual for a twenty-author work. The sound medical and nursing care described is not at variance with current techniques in this country.
The authors present this book for anaesthetists, intensivists, surgeons and nurses. While nurses will find the central sections useful, only administrators and planners will find interest in the early chapters. Anaesthetists looking for a text on clinical care in this area will be disappointed.
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